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(54) PORTABLE RECORDING MEDIUM AND ACCESS METHOD 



(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To unitarily manage the 
use conditions or the like of a portable recording 
medium being shared resource by plural computers 
by discriminating whether 1st information is effective 
or not while referring to 2nd information in a memory 
when accessing the portable storage medium. 
SOLUTION: A host system 1 inputs contents in an 
additional memory 9 through an OCS 5 and an optical 
disk controller 3 and checks whether the contents in 
the additional memory 9 are effective or not. When 
the contents in the additional memory 9 are not 
effective, the host system 1 issues a so-called 
command or the like, inputs the housing condition of 
optical disk cartridge in an OLU 4 or a serial volume 
number for each cartridge under the support of OSC 
5 and updates the area of additional memory 9 later 
based on this information. When accessing the OLU 
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4 from the host system 2 after processing due to the 

host system 1 is finished, for example, by referring to the additional memory 9, the host 
system 2 can immediately grasp the state of OLU 4. 
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